Minister for the Environment

Clarence Court

Adelaide Street

Belfast

BT2 8GB

December 19, 2007

Dear Minister,

Unauthorised demolition at Quay Road, Ballycastle Conservation Area

The Ulster Architectural Heritage Society was horrified at the unauthorised demolition of this important group of buildings within the Ballycastle Conservation Area last weekend and asks that your Department takes swift enforcement action in this case.

Our objection to an application by the developer to demolish no.s 52-56 Quay Road was supported by a structural report by an experienced conservation engineer, which demonstrated how the terrace could be retained and restored. No application to demolish had been lodged for the other buildings on the terrace.

It appears from photographs that were taken after the fire that the buildings were still not beyond repair, but speedy demolition meant that this option could not be fully explored.

We would ask that any enforcement action also involves accurate replication of the terrace to ensure that no benefits are reaped from such blatant unauthorised demolition of historic fabric.  

Yours sincerely,

Jane McClure

Chairman

