BUILDINGS AT RISK ‘FOR SALFE’
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From its inception a key objective of the Built Heritage at Risk Northern
Ireland project has been to encourage owners to restore their historic
buildings or, where this is not deemed feasible, to offer them for sale to new
restoring purchasers.

The Ulster Architectural Heritage Society is often contacted by members of
the public interested in buildings that are available to purchase and the
printed Built Heritage at Risk catalogues have proven effective
“matchmakers” in this regard. At any one time there are usually 3 or 4
buildings for sale, and several which are currently on the market are
highlighted over the following pages, together with amended versions of their
BHARNI Register entries. Follow the links to the relevant estate agent
website for sale particulars.

It is our intention to update this page on a regular basis as and when
required.




ROSES LANE END, 43 CRUMLIN RD, BALLINDERRY, COUNTY ANTRIM

Historic Buildings Reference: HB19/01/027
Listing Grade: B2
Status: For Sale with Bill McCann Estate Agency

This rural post office is described in its listing record as “a two-storey five-
bay harled and whitened building with slated roof... a good example of a
small rural building which retains most of the original external detail”. Only a
tiny room on the left-hand bay of the building was in use until recent times
and, as a result, the overall condition of the property is poor.

Its historical significance as a former rural post office is clear, yet another
use is urgently needed to not only help justify the cost of the necessary
repair and sensitive modernisation, but, in the longer term, to help generate
sufficient income in order to pay for its continued upkeep. It is unfortunate
that a pilot scheme devised by the Housing Executive, which would have
included this building, failed to come to fruition.

Refs:
Monuments and Buildings Record



MAYDOWN HOUSE, MAYDOWN, BENBURB

Historic Buildings Reference: HB15/12/013
Listing Grade: B1
Status: For Sale with Robert Wilson Estate Agency

Described in the Monuments and Buildings Record as a “Two-storey
farmhouse, symmetrical plan with Georgian detailing”, this rather impressive
rural house is now vacant and in need of major repair. Set back from the
road, close to the pretty village of Benburb, it is sheltered on one side by
trees and on the other by an extensive range of outbuildings, giving an
overall air of seclusion. Hopefully these sought-after characteristics can
ensure that it will soon be restored and reused.

Refs:
Monuments and Buildings Record



STRANGFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, DOWNPATRICK ROAD

-
ﬁ

Historic Buildings Reference: HB18/08/052
Listing Grade: B1
Status: For Sale with Templeton Robinson

Recently closed due to lack of numbers, this church was described by the
Ulster Architectural Heritage Society as an “...unusual stucco fagcade of
considerable merit, with six pilasters (four paired), three round-headed
recesses, and a triangular pediment supporting a curious small obelisk”. It is
no longer used for worship and has suffered from some minor vandalism,
with several of the panes to the round-headed window openings on the side
elevations having been broken. The future of redundant buildings such as this
usually lies in conversion to a new use which, in the case of churches,
requires a great deal of skill. This is particularly difficult for residential
conversions and, as this building is currently for sale, it is to be hoped that a
new owner will approach any scheme sympathetically.

Refs:
Bell, GP, Brett, CEB and Matthew, R (1969), Portaferry & Strangford, Ulster
Architectural Heritage Society, p.30



